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o•ICRie• TH. ~R·I-NT ANO ORieiNAI. 

In May, 1868, lots No. 1 and 2, Block 14, were purchased and 
·ground broken for ,..the erection of a church structure for the 
Scandinavian Lutherans in Manistee. The dimensions were to 
be 50' x 32' x 18'. There were to be nine windows~ three 
on each side and three in front, facing Walnut Street. 
Christian Petersen was to receive $300 to build the structure. 
It was hoped that the church would be finished by October, 
1868; however, by November the money in the treasury had 
come to an end, while church construction had not. The 
structure was enclosed, and the plastering had been completed, 
but the door and windows were lacking. It was decided to 
postpon~ the completion of the white frame building until 
surnrner,~B~~. The first worship service was held in the 
church on August 1, 1869. There was no church tower, no 
ceiling, organ, or pews in the church. n ' 

Our Saviour's was one of the few buildings in Manistee that 
was not damaged by the great fire of 1871. In 1888,the 
church tower and bell were dedicated. The bel ry as Iouvere 
open1ngs, decorated gable roof topped by an octagonal spire 
with finial, weafhervane,and cross. The shape of the spire 
and the use of a weathervane represent Danish influences. 
In most other respects the church is typical of the small 
frame churche1>uil t in Michigan in the mid-nine·teenth century. 

In ~890, a stone foundation was placed under the church. In 
1898 the interior underwent a thorough renovation. The 
present altar, depicting'the resurrection, was purchased. 
The pulpit was moved from above the altar in the middle of 
the church to the right side. The ceiling and walls were 
redecorated. Stairs to the balcony were removed from the 
churchroom and installed in the narthex, electric lights were 
installed,and a marble baptismal font was donated. In 1904, 
stained glass window panes were donated. In 1943, a new 
foundation was put under the church tower. The floor level 
of the narthex was raised to the level of the floor in the 
nave. New and wider concrete steps were made in front of the 
church. 

The property has been carefully preserved through the years, 
the altar painting is as penetrating as ever, and the old 
hymnals are in the pews. 
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1m Ott.r (~·~) 
Ethnic history 

In 1860, the year the first Dane arrived in the lumber town 
ofJManistee, there were fewer than 10,000 Danish immigrants 
in the United States. Limited numbers prevented the Danes 
from seeking a separate Lutheran church modeled on the lines 
of nationality and language, which was the pattern for 
Europena Lutherans. Consequently, ~anish Lutheran worshipped 
with other Scandinavian Lutherans until their growing numbers 
justified formation of a separate church. In Manistee, 
twenty Danes, twelve Norwegians, and eight Swedes were led 
by a Norwegian minister, Rev. Tobias Wald. On May 5, 1868, 
they selected a committee for the erection of a Scandi~an 
Lutheran church . 

Two lots at Third and Walnut were purchased, and construction 
began. Progress was slow, partially due to finaicial probl 
and the new church was not completed until 1869-1870. On 
Christmas Day, 1871, the new church was officially named the 
Scandinavian Evangelical Lutheran Church, and a new constitu
tion was written. 

The ranks of Danish immigrants in the United States swelled 
in the 1860s and 70s as a result of the disastrous Prusso
Danish War (1864) in which Denmark was stripped of a third 
of its territory and two-fifths of its population. By 1872 
the greater numbers of Danish immigrants seems to have lent 
more confidence to Danish Lutherans; in addition doctrinal 
disputes had taken their toll; and a Church Mission Society 
was founded at Neenah, Wisconsin, to promote the Danish view 
of Lutheranism. In 1874, the Mission Society became official 
ly known as the Danish (Evangelical Lutheran) Church in 
America. The result in Manistee was the departure of the 
Swedes and Norwegians who soon formed their own congregation. 
On May 23, 1875, the original church was dedicated as the 
Danish Lutheran Church in Manistee. 

The Danish Lutheran Church at Manistee (later known as Our 
Saviour's Evangelical Lutheran Church) _ is among three or four 
contenders for the distinction of being the oldest Danish 
utheran congregation in the United State . Only the questio 
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Favrholdt, E. M. Labour in the Vineyard. Cedar Falls: 
Holst Printing Company, 1923. 

Mortensen, Enok. 
Philadelphia: 

The Danish Lutheran Church in America. 
Lutheran Church in America. 

Our Saviour's Evangelical Church: 1868 - Centennial - 1968, 
Manistee: The Congrega tlon, 196 8·. 
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8.Significance (cont'd) 

of its mixed Scandinavian origins obscures Our Saviour's 
right to the distinction. On the other hand, the church 
building is clearly the oldest existing Danish Lutheran 
church in the United States. The congregation operated 
t~first (1871) Danish Lutheran parochial school in 
the United States as well. 

In 1888 the present church tower and bell were added to 
Our- saviour's. The general shape of the octagonal spire 
and the use of a weathervane cross are reminscent of 
Danish architecture, while most other features of the 
church are typical of the -small frame church built in 
Michigan i n-the m1d-nineteenth century. 

O AT E 

The first service in the English language was held July 30, 
1911. About 1924, the church became known as Our Saviour's 
Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

In 1962 the American Evangelical (Danish) Lutheran Church 
had only 25,000 members across the United States. It merged 
with other Lutheran churches--the Suomi (Finnish), Augustana 
(Swedish), and United (German) Lutheran Churches to form 
the Lutheran Church in America. 

By January, 1970, Our Saviour's Evangelical Lutheran Church 
had decided that it could no longer survive as a small 
congregation. The congregation discontinued holding services 
and merged with two other Manistee churches affiliated with 
the Lutheran Church in America. 

Our Saviour's Historical Society was formed by a group of 
concerned persons who wanted to perpetuate this monument to 
the first ~rganized Danish Lutheran church life. They 
o tained ownership of the building, its contents, and other 
memorabilia with the intention of making it an interdenomi
national museum of Manistee's religious history. 

Our Saviour's Evangelical Lutheran Church is the oldest 
existing church of the American Evangelical Lutheran (Danish) 
Church in the United States. The lines of this simple frame 
church reflect its mixture of Danish and rural Midwest 
American influences. The congregation was one of the first 
organized in the synod and sponsored the first Danish 
Lutheran parochial school in the United States. 
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